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Readings: The Ascension of the Lord | USCCB 

 

Jesus trusts in humanity 

 And Jesus was led to the desert by the Holy Spirit… to be tempted 

by the devil, who took him up high where he could see all the kingdoms 

and said: worship me, and I will give you all the powers of the world… 

 Yes, I do realize that was not the gospel of today… it was from the 

first Sunday of Lent when we began reading from Luke, but I am 

bringing it back to your attention because it one of Luke’s goals is to 

highlight the reality that there is a very real, very visible, power of the 

devil in the world.   

 Power… what is power? Luke uses the word dynamim in Greek 

for power, it is where we get the word dynamic, and it means a force 

that enables action. The dynamics of the world, then, influence the 

individual to feel empowered and capable of doing something. 

 These dynamic forces are what drive human action, so an 

important question that Luke poses is: what dynamics, powers, influence 

what you are capable of doing? It’s an important question for Luke 

because through the gospel he shows how people were under the 

influence of diabolos and did not even know it.  

In the worst of cases, the dynamics of the world can empower 

someone to inflict unimaginable violence on the innocent, as it was the 

case with those who killed Jesus. We too are familiar with these same 

dynamics, they recently empowered two men, one outside a Buffalo 
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supermarket, another inside the Uvalde elementary school, and made 

them capable of killing so many innocent.  

 It is within the context of these evident powers of the world that 

Luke speaks of a different power, one that comes from up above, one 

that led Jesus through the desert, moved him to speak words of healing, 

rose him from the dead, and today we declare ascended him to sit at the 

right hand of the father, but before he did so, he said to his disciples “I 

am sending the promise of my Father upon you… until you are clothed 

with power from on high.”  

 The ascension is about Jesus handing over this power from on high 

to his disciples. Why is that important? Because so often we believers 

prefer to look up at the sky and demand that God do something, that God 

take action, that God’s mighty hand reach down from heaven, that Jesus 

come back down from his thrown and do what he once did in his bodily 

present… but by clothing his followers with the power from on high in 

the ascension, Jesus is saying: stop looking up, the power you need and 

desire is yours now, I have given it to you, I have equipped you to do 

what I have done… when you come face to face with the powers of the 

world, and the word is in need of God’s power, you are the answer. 

What does God’s power look like? Luke emphasizes that this 

power is made present though repentance, forgiveness, witnessing, and 

the breaking of the bread. The gospel itself ends with the disciples going 

back to the temple to praise God. What do all these things, 

reconciliation, witnessing and going to church have in common? They 

build community. Power from on high is manifest through community, 
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and a community that is united in one heart, one mind, one body, is a 

community that makes the power of God present, and that power, we 

heard Jesus said last week, is a community of peace. “Peace, I leave with 

you, my peace I give to you… not as the world gives do I give it to you.”  

 The type of peace the world gives is very different. For the world, 

peace means the absence of violence, so when something happens like 

mass shootings and war, people want world peace, and the dynamics of 

this desire lead enacting new laws, new policies to mitigate violence, 

peace treaties, but at the end they are only effective if people are willing 

to follow them.  

The kind of peace that Jesus gives is the kind of peace that comes 

in community, where peace is lived not in the absence of violence, but in 

unity, faith, hope, and charity, despite the powers of violence in the 

world. This is the peace that leads us through the desert. It doe not 

negate the existence of the powers of the world, it engages it.  

 The ascension puts us in direct cooperation with the process of 

salvation. If it is about Jesus giving the dynamic power of God’s love to 

us, the church, then our task is to empower others with this power, so 

that they may be moved towards love, so that they may see themselves 

as capable of loving. If it is not the dynamic of God’s love that moves 

us, something else will. 

 Anytime there is a mass shooting, and they then interview those 

who were acquainted with the shooters, be it fellow classmates of 

family, almost everyone recognized red flags. They recount strange 

behavior, text messages, comments… it is evident there were evil 
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dynamics influencing the individual, yet in almost every case no one 

feels empowered themselves to reach out with the love of God, and help 

the individual conquer whatever the forces are that are consuming them; 

be it mental illness or hate. The ascension make us a community 

concerned for others, so that others may see themselves as part of the 

community… otherwise they will see the community as an enemy and 

rather than desiring unity, they will desire elimination to the point where 

they become capable of eliminating.  

The ascension is our call to action, and our action will only be as 

strong as we allow ourselves to be influenced by the power from on 

high, and that can only happen through our willingness to engage in 

mission.  

Yes, Jesus has the power, but shares it with us. Ponder the depths 

of what that means: Jesus trusts you. Jesus is willing to hand over his 

authority to you, fellow humanity. Despite the fact we failed him, Jesus 

trusts that we have the capacity to use our human freedom for good, and 

is so confident in the Church, he left it completely at our disposition.  

Do you trust yourself? The disciples didn’t at first. They doubted, 

they preferred Jesus to come back and do it for them as they stayed 

looking up at the sky… it wasn’t until they looked down, and began to 

live a life empowered by the Spirit, that they realized just how much 

power from on high was at their disposition. Jesus knows what he has 

given. Jesus knows what you have received. The ascension makes it 

clear… Jesus trusts you.  


